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Pacific Ties is the oldest student- run Asian Pacific Islander Desi American (APIDA) newsmagazine in the
nation. Publishing at UCLA since 1977, we showcase the rich and diverse stories of the APIDA community
on and off campus through news and commentary. The name Pacific Ties was chosen as a representation of
what the publication seeks to accomplish: “to encompass all Asian groups non-discriminantly; to include
each in their individual sense, to engulf all in a collective sense” (Pacific Ties Volume 1, Issue 1).

Today, our mission is to create and contribute to the ongoing dialogue that offers insight into the dynam-
ics of being APIDA, challenges the perceptions of APIDA identity and celebrates the achievements of

the communities that we all have ties to. Currently, we publish quarterly print
magazines and weekly online articles at pacificties.org.

Pacific Ties Newsmagazine is published and copyrighted by the ASUCLA
Communications Board. All rights are reserved. Reprinting of any material
in this publication without the written permission of the Communications
Board is strictly prohibited. The ASUCLA Communications Board fully sup-
ports the University of California’s policy on non-discrimination. The stu-
dent media reserve the right to reject or modify advertising whose content
discriminates on the basis of ancestry, color, national origin, race, religion,
disability, sex or sexual orientation. The ASUCLA Communications Board
has a media grievance procedure for resolving complaints against any of
its publications. For a copy of the complete procedure, contact the publi-
cations office at 118 Kerckhoff Hall @ 310-825-9898.
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Letter from the Editor

Are you feeling lucky? Pacific Ties certainly is.

We feel lucky to have found friendships in one an-
other, brought together by our love of storytelling.
These bonds are only strengthened by our mission of
uplifting those within our community. We are lucky
to have a space where we can express ourselves free-
ly and unabashedly, without fear of judgment or dis-
approval. We are lucky to have the opportunity to
represent and serve the APIDA community.

We often take these for granted. While the inception
of the newsmagazine may feel removed from our
present day, it was not so long ago that a publica-
tion dedicated solely to our community — our voic-
es, opinions, and concerns — did not exist. In 1977,
nearly half a century ago, APIDA students sought to
create a newsmagazine by us, for us.

I’ve found myself thinking the same about the many
cultural organizations that now serve as pillars of the
APIDA community at UCLA. Today, it is difficult
to imagine a campus without these spaces that cul-
tivate culture and foster a sense of belonging. These
organizations, however, were not founded by mere

chance. They exist because students before us fought
to create spaces for themselves and for future genera-
tions, reflecting the enduring desire to be seen, heard
and represented.

Today, the APIDA community at UCLA is a thriv-
ing, vibrant life force. From cultural nights that bring
students together through performance to the launch
of the Foundations and Future textbook from UC-
LA’s own Asian American Studies Center, we are de-
manding our presence be known.

Pacific Ties continues to preserve our histories, cel-
ebrate our cultures and document these stories, and
I feel grateful to have found my way to this team
of talented and passionate individuals. Luck is only
part of the story. The communities we cherish today
were built through perseverance, care and collective
effort. This publication exists because generations of
students believed our stories were worth telling.

I hope this issue reminds you of how lucky we are

to have one another, and to have something worth
preserving.

Sincerely,

Amamdas Chamv

Amanda Chan
Editor-in-Chief
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Designed by:
Eva Chung-Yoon

Because at some point the wanting gets old.

I realize imagining a friend’s hand in mine

is as effortless ag closing my eyes. Somewhere
out the open window, a stranger’s laughter
minces the cold, cutting it into square bits.

Along the way, I don’t know how,

somebody captured my face between their hands,
steadying my vision toward the horizon.

Look, they say. How the light bleeds

into the straight edge. I've got no grasp

on that person’s face, I can’t reach for them too.
But see how sometimes everything appears neatly
in front of you and it would discount it

10 name it mercy. The concept of luck irmplies
eventual misfortune, though understand that

I don’t believe in karma, nor spiritual debt,

nor the psychic in their tent throwing swords
and high drama. See how I can make out

the outline of the sky even around the shadow

as long as I continue to search for it.

See how even the moon spills across my face,

slightly slanted.
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n my flight to London to visit a friend
Owbo moved there two years ago, I chose

to put on “When Harry Met Sally” in a
desperate attempt to pass the time sandwiched
between two middle-aged men who didn't
understand the concept of personal space. When
I first watched the movie, 1 remember being
charmed by their love story and wishing I would
find someone who would love me for all my quirks
and weird habits. This time, however, I couldn’t
stop thinking about the friendship they had built
together, years and years of memories giving way
to each other until they couldn’t find where one
person ended and the other began.

1 think the level of connection they shared
is something that everyone hopes to experience.
My first years of college were spent trying fto
convince myself that I had found my people. We

had met during freshman orientation, and I
thought it was kismet, only to wake up one
day and realize I spent more time pretending
that our friendship was okay than actually
feeling okay.

We went our separate ways at the
beginning of my junior year, and I was
starting over yet again. I had never felt more
alone, lost as to who I was or where I wanted
to be. I had also never wanted to graduate
from college sooner, eager fo leave behind
Los Angeles and the reminders of my failed
[friendships that followed anywhere I went.

Two years later, as graduation rapidly
approaches, I'm no longer counting down the
days until I leave. It’s hard not to feel like every
experience carries a certain weight. With

anything I do, I find myself wondering if it’ll

@@@r@
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be the last time I do it. Something as mundane as going to
the library to study suddenly becomes an emotional affair.
1 hardly attend my lectures, yet I somehow can’t cope with
the idea of never setting foot in the basement of Boelter
Hall ever again.

Last year, my best friends graduated. The year
before that, my brother and my other best friends did
the same. Naively, I believed myself to be immune to the
whirlwind of emotions that came along with this period
of endings and beginnings.

After my brother graduated, we both decided to
stay in Westwood for the summer in an attempt to soothe
the sting of his moving across the country and not being
able to live near one another. It felt like the inevitable end
of our shared youth; we were no longer and would never
again be little kids running around our childhood home,
playing with Legos and Littlest Pet Shops together.

That summer, I remember my days were marked
by a distinct sense of dread, with the knowledge that each
passing moment only brought me one day closer fo saying
goodbye to my best friends. A slow march towards the end
that loomed over us. In true LA fashion, these thoughts
were backdropped by clear blue skies and tireless sunshine,
reminding us of how wonderful life was in all that it
had to offer—only to take it away a brief moment later.
Despite this, we made the most of our time together: slow
mornings with ambling conversations over breakfast
bled into beach days that ended with a long, winding
drive down the PCH. There were countless coffee runs
and thrift hauls, alongside hot dog nights where our tiny
kitchen inevitably descended into chaos, until everything
was done cooking and we settled into our respective
spots on the couches to watch our favorite TV shows.
We went on walks to the gas station late at night just to
have something to do together, wanting to soak up every
moment of each other’s comparny.

Nothing is ever perfect, but that summer it feels
like we got pretty close. I remember feeling like I never
wanted anything to change, and still, they did. One by
one, my brother and all of our friends moved out, leaving
me behind to finish two more years of college.

I've never been able to accept that all good things
must come to an end. Whenever I have a particularly

good time with people, I catch myself wishing that we
could stay there forever in our bubble of friendship and
good conversation and laughter. That summer, 1 had
a habit of lingering in the doorway of the bedroom my
[friends shared, finding something, anything to talk about
before we went to bed. I never wanted to be the one fo say
goodnight.

After my friendships ended, I felt like I was at
the mercy of circumstances far beyond my control: the
unluckiest girl in the world. I'm beginning fto see that
T've always been just lucky enough. Lucky enough to start
talking to the girl sitting next to me in my very first
discussion during my very first fall quarter at UCLA,
and to join this newsmagazine at the same time as the
girl with bangs and glasses, whom I was scared to talk
to because I thought she was too cool for me. It was only
luck that my friend jokingly suggested that I work with
her at the gym, and that a mutual friend would grow to
become my best friend after being hired. And still, I think
it was luck that brought me to agree to sit in a hammock
on Janss with a girl that I only knew because we were in
the same club. We hadn’t spoken for more than a total of
thirty minutes before this, but somehow it just felt right.

Is it luck or something greater? A divine force
controlling the outcome of my life; destiny, or Fate with
a capital F. I really don't know. And theres hardly any
way to know definitively what it is that brought me to
the path I'm currently on. The people I've met along the
way, the friends I've made and fallen out with, every
experience—good and bad— has taught me more about
myself than I could have ever imagined.

1 feel lucky to have found people who understand
me. Many years from now, I will look back on these
[friendships and remember how it felt to be loved exactly
as I am. Ill think of everything we shared and still
wonder why I didn’t do more with them while I had the
chance.

After the iconic scene where Harry confesses his
love for Sally, they immediately fall back into an easy,
Sfamiliar rhythm. The movie ends with them debating the
meaning of Auld Lang Syne” and why it’s sung during
New Years Eve. Sally, with all the satisfaction of someone
well-loved, answers simply: its about old friends.
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What the Forest Brought Me

Written & Designed by Samina Ginwalla

s someone who has always been intimidated
Aby the commitment of daily journaling, I

was inspired by a man on TikTok who wrote
down one thing that made him happy every day as
a way of prioritizing gratitude. I adapted this
to my own life, starting a note on my phone en-
titled Daily Happy Moments. Every day, I write
down something that has brought a smile to my
face, given me hope, or at the very least,
made me feel less alone. I started this at the
beginning of my semester abroad, and within a
week, I let my laziness get the best of me and
stopped. With my all or nothing mindset, I saw
no point in continuing if I didn’t have a com-
plete account of the highs of previous days.
But for some reason, I decided to go through my
camera roll and text messages, using the bits
and pieces to fill in my missed entries. That
decision led me to continue this habit, and

whenever I skip even multiple weeks, I take the
in the

time to recount my activities and fill

missing days.
Now, this hab-
it has become
o) ingrained
in my brain
that I often

find myself in
the middle of
something joy- |
ful, excited
to write about
it in my jour-

nal at night.
My perspective
has shifted

and I now focus
on the beauty
of each day, a
stark contrast
from the days
I used to spend
urging the
clock to tick
faster. During
the bleakest
of days, I find "
myself hopeful
about how the
future will
look. Moreso, I find myself examining my past
with intrigue and patience. My favorite feel-
ing, however, is being in a moment that fills
me up so wholeheartedly that my immediate re-
action is to turn to retrace my steps and dis-
cover how I got there. I call these days my
magic days.
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where I was co-leading a trip to Sequoia

My most recent magic day was in early May,
I started

& King’s Canyon National Parks.
my recount with, “Wow what a day!!” followed
by, “oh I am so grateful, I'm so lucky!” not
even halfway through my entry. Looking back,
it’s an honest sign of being overwhelmed with
gratitude because of the bliss that was radi-
ating throughout me. Laughter and love fueled
me that night, and as I was sitting around the
campfire, I began reflecting on how I got there.
May 2nd never would have carried the promise
it does if I hadn’t challenged myself the year
before and gone camping for the first time.

ow, I hadn’t started my Daily Happy Mo-
Nments journal yet, so instead, I thought

I'd write an entry as if I was about to
fall asleep on May 17, 2025: “I don’t know what
I was expecting coming here, but I do know
that I have a newfound love for two things:
scrambling up rocks and camping. We
started with a quick tent setup and
much to my surprise, they are far eas-
ier to put up than my family’s beach
tent from 2003. We then explored one
of Joshua Tree’s cave-esque rock for-
| mations, scrambling up and down the
sides, weaseling our way into every
crevice we could find. Seeing my con-
fidence grow as I learned to trust
my upper body’s strength and feet’s
agility felt empowering, just as my
logic and puzzle-solving skills reaf-
firmed my ability to get to whatever
boulder I wanted. As we started to
cook dinner with the camp stove, we
. realized that it was broken, and us-
ing a JetBoil to cook pasta for all
of us wasn’t the best meal to begin my
camping experience with. But somehow,
it worked. And so did us being short
of tents. Despite seeing some mice
and bugs, I decided to cowboy camp
for my first night outdoors. In my bor-
rowed sleeping bag and pad, I spent
far too long staring up at the stars,
mesmerized by the endless array of
white dots above my head. Eventually,
I attempted to go to the bathroom, and
despite getting lost on my way back and only
moderately panicking, I made it back and ulti-
mately fell asleep.”

I wondered how my one time camping trans-

Once I had fully reminisced on Joshua Tree,
lated to becoming staff on Excursion Club.



My January 12, 2026 entry noted my interview
going well, but something had to have culti-
vated enough bravery within so that I submit my
application. For that, I turned to two things:

I

ern

spent July 22
git-Baltis-
tan, North-

Pakistan.
For 18 years,
every trip to
Pakistan was &%
spent in Kara- F
chi, hearing |
endless stories
of the beauty
and adventure
awaiting me in§
the North. Af-
ter days of s
convincing, I
was on my way to
Deosai, Skar-
du, Shigar, and
Sadpara with my |
aunt. Entries
from those
days would have
sounded less
optimistic, focusing instead
on the isolated beauty of Paki-
stan, the naps I took on bumpy
roads, and my relatively high
tolerance of the cold compared
to my aunt’s. I enjoyed the conversations I had
with locals and the spots they recommended, as
well as the textile and gem stores I visited
for family gifts in Skardu. More so, I enjoyed
creating our itinerary and the flexibility that
being the trip planner allowed, something that
has undoubtedly served as motivation in my be-
coming a trip lead.

y other source of inspiration came from
Mthe week before Presidents’ Week in 2022,

2023 and 2024. During this time, I was
a cabin leader for my middle school’s week-
long Outdoor Ed, taking place at Westminster
Woods. This retreat from reality put nature
at the forefront of my happiness and trans-
formed the redwood forests into my sanctuary.
On February 17, 2022, my journal would have
been filled with unnamed feelings of belonging,
hope and satisfaction, or in other words, my
first magic day. I would have written some-
thing like: “Today may be the best day of my
life so far. I woke my cabin up and got ready,
heading straight inside for tea while my kids
lined up for breakfast. On today’s agenda was
solo-hiking, so as the kids went one-by-one
along the path, I stayed back, hearing stories

to July 27

2025

in Gil-

’ | last activity, skit night.

Photo Credit:

about sticks on 1logs and never-ending win-
dows. I went last, picking up each card that
marked the path, enjoying my time alone under
the shade of the redwoods. After dinner, Ms.
Nida surprised us with snacks; we headed to
the cargo net with bags of chips and cookies
in our hands, and once we settled onto the
net and fell into conversation, everything
just felt so right. Never has an hour flown
by so quickly, and the level of belonging
I felt on that net carried over into the
I laughed until
gy my stomach hurt and after the skits, spent
M time chasing my friends on the grass and
watching the stars, hoping to see another
) shooting star. I struggled to fall asleep
g because I didn’t want to leave behind the
1 joy I was full of.”

s I look back on
these moments, I
realize how each

experience has spread
its magic through-
out each day I 1live
through. My phone back-
ground 1is still the
starry sky from Febru-
ary 17, 2022. My walks
to class are filled with
music that reminds me
of the outdoors and of
Pakistan. I fall asleep
to scenarios in my head
where I am camping and exploring. I am nothing
if not for my past, and to be as grateful as I
am provides hope for my future.
Ithe power of four leaf clovers. But I do
believe that the greatest luck there is,
is to be grateful. It means something worthy
of remembrance has happened in my life and I
am aware enough to acknowledge and appreciate
it. I can’t describe how lucky I feel to have
found an international support system in the
form of nature and to know that regardless of
what’s going on, I simply have to step out-
side to feel comforted. My Daily Happy Moments
journal is proof that just as seasons and en-
vironments change, so do we. I don’t think
everything happens for a reason, but rather
that everything happens, and we find a reason
for it. Every situation I have experienced has
led to me being me. Parts of me are scattered
around the world, and as I explore its every

Samina Ginwalla

don’t really believe in fate, destiny, or

corner, I get to know myself better. And in the
forest, I have found parts of me that thrive
in nature. With every magic day that passes,

I become more whole; one day, I will find the
piece that fills me with happiness, daily.
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Written and designed by Marcus Peng
OLac/cy numbers: 2 11 12 15 28 32

The tables at China Garden are always a little
sticky. No matter how many times you visit, that detail
never fails to elude your mind. You won’t remember
until you're physically sitting in a booth, your left hand
limply holding a trifold menu you've long since mem-
orized. You'll move to rest your elbows on the table—
which #3#5 always scolds you for—and feel that sicken-
ing squelch, then recoil. Every time. Today’s the first
day you break this routine. When you sit down, you
reflexively reach for your phone instead of the menu.
Before a single conscious thought has entered your
brain, your thumb has already swipe-swipe-swiped
open to Kalshi.

You've been gambling away your &%k at an
alarming rate. What was once 2,160 dollars in cold,
crisp cash is now only 1,300 dollars. You had never
spent a single cent before this. You wasted 18 years
skimping out on everything, never having splurged on
Hot Wheels, or a fidget spinner, or any clothes other
than the Costco athleisure wear that makes up
the entirety of your wardrobe. Up until
three weeks ago, you were the per-
fect Chinese son, boring and
academically  accom-
plished and oh so
.

bserve all men, but most of all yourself

You

set

your
phone
down.
Your right

hand reach-
es up to your
neck to

fidget with your

Buddha pendant.
decide to read over

despite the fact that
foregone  conclusion:

You
the menu,
your order’s a
one order of i,
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extra ;@{%, no ##l, with ##§% to drink. It takes you
three minutes, and you don’t really register anything
apart from the fact that instead of translating 47 as
beef, the menu labels it as cow meat.

You can’t stop thinking about the money you've
lost. Last night, you emptied your second 461 of the
week. This one was embossed with a friendly-look-
ing Hello Kitty that stared placidly into your soul as
you counted out the bills. =, m, 75, /\, +. Your parents
had given you two hundred dollars that year, twice the
usual amount, to celebrate your joining your Chinese
school's Guoyue orchestra. You didn’t really like play-
ing the #&. No matter how much you practiced, your
fingers still stumbled over the strings, unwieldy and
stiff. But you felt too guilty to tell your parents, who
reminded you every time you misbhehaved that they
sacrificed three hours every Saturday just to shuttle
you to and from the nearest Chinese school.

The waiter clears his throat. Oh, right.

i, can I have one, um, of the lamb soup—ye-
ahthatone—with extra bread and no rice
noodles? And a sour plum drink too.
Today’s the first time you've noticed
the Hello Kitty maneki neko at the
hostess stand. It’s a soft butter yel-
low, the shade white plastic turns
after being left in the sun for too
long, and looks decidedly less
friendly than the Hello Kit-
ty on your £4. Your hand
reaches for your phone
on instinct, the way it
always does when
you're uncom-
fortable. You open
Kalshi again. All-Pro
Basketball 3rd Team Se-
lections: Jalen Brunson,
42%; Tyrese Maxey, 74%.
You're pretty sure Ja-
len Brunson is a
safe bet, but
the last time




you put him in your parlay you lost 70 bucks.
You close the app and set your phone down.
Your right hand reaches up to your neck to
fidget with your Buddha pendant.

You didn’t used to be supersti-
tious. You're supposed to be the logi-
cal one, the one good with numbers.
Maybe that's why you can’t help
but notice patterns. You know
that you lose less when you have
your Buddha pendant on. You
know that gambling on Thurs-
days never leads to anything
good. You know that if the
lucky numbers on your for-
tune cookie have eights in them,
you'll have extra good luck. You probably
sound crazy, but you're comforted a little by the
fact that Chinese gamblers are all supposed to be ex-
tremely superstitious. At least your gambling habits
aren’t whitewashed, even if everything else about you
is.

Your lunch arrives. You decide to people
watch as you wait for the soup to cool off. Well, person
watch. There’s only one other guy in the restaurant, a
balding white man with a severe set to his jaw and a
small paunch. He’s eating dumplings with a fork.

You start breaking your # into little pieces as
you observe, dropping each piece into the soup one-
by-one. The man bites into a new dumpling. A pause.
He swallows without chewing, then takes another
bite. Okay, kind of weird. He finishes his dumpling.
He picks up a new dumpling. You watch, in rapt fasci-
nation, as he finishes his entire plate without chewing
a single bite. This must be how it feels to watch a boa
constrictor devour its prey. You're unnerved. He daps
the corners of his mouth with a napkin and flags
down the waiter.

You turn back to your lunch. There’s still a
big chunk of unbroken % in your hands, but
you're too hungry to finish breaking it all
before taking a bite. You set the & down
and start slurping your soup. It’s a little
too salty. Maybe adding more % will
help. You pick up the # and start
breaking it again.

A few tables down, the
waiter hands the man a receipt.
The man stands up.

He starts walking towards the exit. And as he pass-
es by you, as if on command, his wallet falls out.
You drop your i% in the soup, and the back-
splash hits you in the face. It stings.
You scoot your way out of the
booth and pick up the
wallet.

Wait excuse me—sir—your wallet.

You start following him, first walking, then
jogging.

Hey—excuse me—hello.

He has to be ignoring you on purpose, right?
You keep following him. He reaches the door. You
reach the hostess stand. He pushes the door open.
You pick up your pace. Then, out of the corner of
your eye, you see something move. It’s the Hello Kitty
maneki neko. You make eye contact with Hello Kit-
ty. You trip. The man walks out the door. By the time
you get up and walk outside, the man’s nowhere to be
found. Well. You head back inside.

Your eyes flit down towards your hand. For the
first time, you soak in the wallet’s details. [t’s nice, if
a bit generic: walnut brown leather, smooth and well-
worn, about the size of your palm. You open it, hoping
to find some form of personal identification. Nothing.
The only contents inside are a Dave and Buster’s Pow-
er Card and— —, m, 75, J\, + —200 dollars in cash.

You look up and make eye contact with Hel-
lo Kitty again. It stares at you, then slowly waves. You
pocket the wallet, head back to your booth, and open
Kalshi.

In order to take, one must first give.
Lucky numbers: 3, 12, 17 18 22, 56
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Not Pictured: Joey Tran, Jamie Tran, Tiara Ryan, Nancy Tran & Aidan Aubrey Esperanza Nangpi
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